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THE CITY DWELLER WHO ENGAGED

IN FARMING

BB LAPIVZEEZINGSHE (HBHEMERE) TH)
(Extracted from Fo Guang Publication 8704, compiled by Ven Ci Zhuang
=) “Buddhist Stories Collections,” Vol 2) 5
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There was a city dweller who
wished to go into the business of
agriculture in the village. One day,
he went down to the farms to have a
look and saw a wheat farm that was
growing very well, so he asked the
farmer how he was able fo do that.
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The farmer replied, "That's simple.
All that is needed is to loosen the
soil, add in the fertiliser, such as
manure, and so on, and you will be
able to get the harvest."
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After hearing this, the man
didas the farmer told him. He loosen
the soil, levelled it and added the
manure, but just before he planted
the seeds, a concern arose in his
mind that he might flatten the soil
again if he stepped on it and thus,
caused the wheat not being able to
grow well. So he thought, "I can sit
on a small bed and get some people
to carry me, while T sow the seeds.
Wouldn't that settle it?"
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Thus, the man hired four
people to carry him on each corner
of the bed down to the farm, so that
he could sow the seeds. Foolishly he

overlooked the fact that four men
would have their eight legs on the
soil as compared to just two legs
of a person, and with the weight of
the bed, the soil was flatten firmly
to the ground.
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This is liken fo the field
of merit in Buddhism. Although
virtuous sprouts could have grown,
the cautious practitioners are
afraid of this and that, such that
they do not have the courage to
engage in virfuous deeds. Is this
practising the Dharma? How can
the virtuous Bodhi sprout grow?
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