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4 TYPES OF HORSES
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(Extracted from Fo Guang Publication 8704, compiled by Ven Ci Zhuang
“Buddhist Stories Collections,” Vol 2)
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The Sutra says there are 4
types of horses:
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The first type of horse will
start galloping upon seeing the
shadows of a whip because it is able
to pre-empt the thinking of the
horse rider. It is able fo adjust its
speed and direction according o the
wishes of the horse rider.
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The second type of horse will
gallop when the whip is in contact
with its tail. Likewise it will adjust
its speed and direction according to
the wishes of the horse rider.
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The third type of horse will
only react when the whip hits its
body.
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The fourth type of horse
need to be stimulated by a hammer

or sharp object before it starts to
react in surprise.
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Sentient beings can also be
categorised into these 4 types.
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Some people understand that
they are governed by certain rules
and laws in a country and will make
an effort to comply with them.
Some will see others committing an
offenceand restrain themselves. Yet
there are others who will only take
precaution when their loved ones
are punished for some wrong doings.
The last category will only abide by
the law when they themselves are
punished for their wrong doings.



