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BAD HABITS ARE HARD TO CHANGE

(B ABBI0AZEE . EINSHE (BHEUEXE) TH)
(Extracted from Fo Guang Publication 8704, compiled by Ven Ci Zhuang
“Buddhist Stories Collection,” Vol 2)
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Once, a group of women
carrying fish baskets on their
backs was hurrying home from the
marketplace when they met with
heavy rain halfway during fheir
return. When the rain stopped,
the sky was already dark and yet

they were still about two to three
hours away from ftheir home.
What should they do? In fthis
moment of despair, a kind flower
seller, knowing their situation,
invited them to his house fo stay

for the night.
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The flower seller's house
was filled with flowers and their
fragrant scent. The womencarrying
fish baskets were very fired after
a whole day of labour, so fthey laid
down to sleep. However, they were
unable to fall asleep because they
had never slept in a place filled
with flower fragrance before, and
hence were not used fo if. They
were unable to fall asleep the
whole night and were still awake
even when the rooster started
fo crow. Fortunately, there was
a clever woman among the group,
who brought their fish baskets to
the head of their beds. With that,
everyone could then fall soundly

asleep for a while.
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Readers, we have lived
in this samsaric world of five
desires, in this filthy and smelly
environment, for a long fime. We
have become so used fo it that we
feel comfortable being in it. On
the other hand, we are unwilling
to go to the world of true bliss,
which is the ambrosia of Dharma.
This is so strange! How can we
put the blame on Dharma?
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