EATING PANCAKES
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(Extracted from Fo Guang Publication 8704, compiled by Ven Ci Zhuang
“Buddhist Stories Collection,” Vol 2)
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There was a foolish man who
wanted to go fto a faraway place to
do business. On his way there, his
food rations were stolen by a thief,
and hence he was hungry for a few
days. When he could no longer stand
his hunger, he came to a pancake
shop fo get some food. He ate six
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pancakes and felt that he was still
nhot full, hence he bought the seventh
pancake. After eating half of that,
he felt very full.
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- “touched his tummy, and
couldn't help it but grinned merrily.
However, he suddenly felt very
regretful, and started hitting his
mouth with his hand, saying, "Why
am I so foolish, not knowing how to

save up. If I had known that this

last half a pancake could satisfy my
hunger, I should have just bought
this half pancake, instead of buying
the previous six!"
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Overhearing what he said,
the other people beside him all
chuckled.
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As Dharma practitioners, we
have to practice hard for a long time
before we can attain enlightenment.
That is not something that can
happen overnight.
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In fact, nothing is easy!
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