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The key

reason Is the
adoption of the
registration

and management
system for
western
organizations
onto traditional
temples,

in addition to
factors such as
insufficiency in
quantity

and quality

of the Sangha
members.

Commentary

Alter gaining enlightenment under the Bodhi tree, the Buddha taught
his first discourse at Deer Park to his first 5 disciples and established
the Sangha order and thus the spread ol Buddhism continues. For
over 2,500 years, Buddhism has spread [rom India to various parts
of the world, although mainly in Asia. Due to geographical, time and
space constraints, Buddhism develops into 3 traditions, Theravada,
Mahayana and Vajrayana. However, regardless of the tradition, the
Sangha is the main pillar of the Buddhist order and is supported by
lay followers.

The number of Buddhist followers in Singapore has increased {rom
27.0% in the 80s to 42.5% in 2000. This great leap is due to the close
relationship with the religious study programme in secondary schools
proposed by the Ministry of Education during the 80s. Buddhism was
a popular subject then.

During the 80s, the government encouraged Buddhist organizations
and temples to be registered as associations and wellare organizations.
Presently, there are more than 300 registered Buddhist organizations
under the Societies Act and Welfare Act. The law stipulates that there
shall be 7-20 members on the management committee; therefore,
temples have developed [rom the tradition of being managed by the
Sangha to inviting lay followers into management. According to the
registered society’s record announced by the government, 95% of the
temples and Buddhist organizations are managed by lay [ollowers. The
remaining 5% are managed by the Sangha but also with participation
from lay followers.

In Sri Lanka, Thailand, Taiwan, Korea and even China, the Sangha
is fully supported by the temples; the Sangha manage the temples and
support each other. However, in Singapore, Buddhism can be termed
“Lay Followers Buddhism” and the reasons behind this phenomenon
are multitude and complicated. The key reason is the adoption ol
the registration and management system for western organizations
onto traditional temples, in addition to factors such as insufficiency
in quantity and quality of the Sangha members. Eventually, the key
spiritual support in Buddhism, i.e, the Sangha culture, would decline
and disappear totally, which spells a sorry state for Buddhism in
future.

Presently, there is an interesting sight in Singapore where temples
and lay followers' organizations invite foreign Sangha members to
Singapore whenever they hold Buddhist rituals and ceremonies, and
these foreign Sangha members are here by contract. Therefore the
number and period whereby such foreign Sangha members are invited

~ differ according to demand. In addition, many other sangha members
- live in flats or other Buddhist lodgings and they make a living by
gomg around engaging in chanting and rituals. This coupled with

lowers having an idolizing attitude towards loreign Sangha

1o wonder about the survival of the holy Buddhist

yha. If thls phenomenon continues, we can foresee
zline in the local Sangha culture.

:.' 1tivate more local Sangha members
ci:@rdmg to the monastic rules, so
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Venerable Fa Yun

g@'%ﬁﬂtfﬁ’ BB TR - REHKEEEZR . &
FIFZ 2R8NS, (8 LR B v 2 J8 e X 45 AT S T B 28

University of Western ks

Australia: Bachelor of Arts TEPE I A 22 A8 Y TP R L RSB Bt & & B 2 B

(Asian Studies & Linguistics) HEXF, LHEHHASHSHETLE -

2:;33;;%7;;::35 R ZEEL LR S 0 F RS RAE B

Educa-tion {Secondary) tf‘ﬁ—%ﬂ‘]iﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ uﬁ&ﬁmgﬁﬁﬁﬁ’ 1@?—%‘&‘@%5#&%
. Fo M, WELEZRELT, FEEVIFENEBHNMRS,

TeachingAreds 10T SEJLEE D T AR T -

(Language Other Than English)
& Society and Environment

enerable Fa Du

004 to Dec 2007) of full time studies in Australia
broaden my views on education in Australia and
acceptance towards the various perceptions of

3

ionisatoughbut enriching and satisfying process.
1f-reflection. I have to ascertain whether the
ards the students are really consideration of
nd welfare or whether they are a reflection of my
and ‘problems’.

one of us, including children and teenagers, has our
and weaknesses. I have learned to focus on the strengths
agement. True compassion is when we accept people’s
provide ways and give opportunities for improvement,
and very importantly, give them time to change for the better. Learning
‘occurs when the students enjoy and actively participate in the activities.
‘When there is enjoyment, naturally, they have the motivation to do what
Minor: they are doing.

Information Technology

ducation) (Hdnous
versity of
Australia

Major: Teaching Engli
Second Language

Sagaramudra is a Buddhist Society with a focus on education. 1 hope
Thesis: Two Secondary that when I teach, 1 will remember to apply what I have learned over the

teachers' personal classroom four years.

discipline models and the I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my spiritual teacher,

implications for teaching and ~ Master Yuan Fan, the abbot of Sagaramudra Buddhist Society and all the :

for student learning devotees for their tireless support and encouragement.
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magical priest, in the kingdom of Benares, had a secret
spell for use once a year when the stars were lined up
in a certain way. By chanting this magic spell, jewels would

rain down on him.

One day, the priest and one of his disciples journeyed to a
faraway village. Along the way, they were captured by a gang
of 500 bandits. The kidnappers sent the disciple away to
get 5,000 gold coins for the priest’s life.

kidnappers. He wanted them to honour him
and dress him in new clothes, and he promised
to make them rich. The kidnappers went along
with his instructions.

The priest chanted, “Ali a bak...” into his paim.
He looked into the sky and clapped his hands.
True enough, he was showered with many
precious jewels. The kidnappers greedily
grabbed all the jewels they could see.

The disciple promised to return with the money,
but told his master not to use the magic spell to
pay for the ransom as harm would befall him
and the kidnappers.

The priest was tied up. That night, he saw the
planets lined up for his magic spell to work,
he wanted to show the bandits that he was
great and powerful, so he decided to ignore
his disciple’s advice and called out to the

QOn their way down the mountain, the kidnappers
and the priest met another gang of 500 robbers.
The kidnappers told the robbers that the priest
could use his magic spell to get all the wealth
the robbers would desire. On hearing that, the
robbers let the kidnappers go.



However, the priest told the robbers that they had to
wait for another year before he could use his spell
again. The impatient robbers got angry and killed the
priest and chased after the kidnapper gang and killed
all the 500 kidnappers.

After robbing all the jewels, the greedy robbers soon
began quarrelling among themselves over the wealth.

They fought and killed each other until everyone
died.

LI I IO O DA N R D R R R R T R T DA B B N R R D TR O B N B R R R B R

A few days later, the priest's disciple returned with the ransom money. He saw the dead bodies of his
master, the kidnappers and robbers. He thought, “My master had great knowledge, but no wisdom.
He could not resist using his magical power and that caused the deaths of himself and a thousand
greedy gangsters.”

The moral is: “When power has no conscience, and greed
has no limit — the killing has no end”.
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REIFWREEEELEFLIG?
Is it possible for those who have not taken refuge
to be reborn in the Pure Land?

A
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It is possible for those who have not taken refuge to
be reborn in the Pure Land. However, for those who
have sincerely taken refuge in the Triple Gem, they will
certainly be blessed and protected by the Triple Gem,
which will create even greater positive conditions for
them to be reborn in the Pure Land as compared to those
who have not taken refuge in the Triple Gem.
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Does fate limit the variability of our future?
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Basically, fate can be categorised into two types
— changeable and unchangeable. The former can be

changed through our action, speech and thoughts. In
Buddhism, there are fixed karma and unfixed karma:

© Fixed karma: Is unchangeable. For example, life can
grow but will eventually face death. Death is a kind of
fixed karma.

© Unfixed karma: Our fate can be changed through our
action, speech and thoughts. For example, those who
have taken the precept to refrain from alcohol will be
unlikely to visit places of vice and can therefore avoid
creating possible bad karma at those places.
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What should we do when we realise that we
have missed out certain phrases after reciting

the sutra? @ﬁ%
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Sutra recitation has two layers of significance:

1. It stabilises our fluctuating mind. At the same time,
it helps us to cultivate stillness and concentration, as
well as enhance our observation, analytical and reactive
skills.

2. It enriches our understanding of the Buddha’s
teachings and the methods taught, thereby strengthening
our foundation with more in-depth experience and
knowledge.

Hence, if we realise that we have missed out certain
phrases when reciting the sutra, do not be afraid or
anxious. We should go back to the area that we have
missed out and recite it again clearly. If there are parts
of the sutra that we do not understand, we should seek
clarification from those who are knowledgeable. If we
can recite the sutra with conscientiousness, our practice
in Buddhism will benefit tremendously.
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The temple, normally quiet, came alive
as volunteers cheerfully and enthusiastically
prepared for the big event to be held on Sunday,
10th February 2008. Everybody was in the festive
mood and all were keen to see to the success of the
celebration!

On Sunday morning, the kitchen crew arrived
early to start their cooking to feed an anticipated
big crowd. They even chipped in an Ice-Kachang
stall to raise fund for the temple, much to the
delight of the crowd as the day’s temperature was
determined to be hot.

The celebration started with the sutra chanting
session, invoking the blessings of the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas; it was [ollowed by the lion dance
troupe whose members are all Australian-born
Chinese teenagers! It was a terrific performance
and the crowd, Asians as well as the main-stream
Australians, loved them. It wasindeed the highlight
of the event as the “lions” pranced, swayed and
danced their way into the hearts of the crowd.
The crowd also “fed” the lions with “angpows” for
good luck and many took the chance to pat the
lions. The lions reciprocated by teasing the crowd
with their [eline’s movements to the rhythm and
beat of the drum and cymbals.

After the lion dance, the crowd was treated to a
beautiful rendition of Chinese orchestral music by
members of Cai Hua Shu Ge CE1/&). It was
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indeed wonderful to see the Chinese culture being
kept alive in this western country.

A “Yum... Yum...”
served to everyone, the food was specially prepared

Asian food buflet spread was

by the volunteers and their family members. Not
forgetting to mention the ice-kachang and ice-
balls with red beans inside, they sure brought
back good old memories of the Singapore in the
1950s.

After having tucked in the sumptuous food,
the devotees went back to the hall for the blessing
session. With the continuous, sacred, peacelul
and soothing chant of OM MANI PADME HUM,
the devotees queued orderly to get their blessings
from Ven Fashu, while Ven Faxun handed out
tokens of rice-packs and small “angpows” to each
of them.

Special thanks to all the sponsors, volunteers

and participants. It was truly amazing and

blessed.
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No. 64 & 66 Jalan Abiad, Taman Tebrau Jaya, 80400 |ohor Bahru, |ohor, West Malaysia. Tel : 60 7 333 6466

SPEE%L ?fﬁ\'ﬁ&% Vesak Day Celebration

%D}u W RGPUA U H EHIH 18.05.2008 Sunday 10.00 am - 5.00 pm
%»{J_\' Igrlz iT%iHE ﬂ% Pure Land Practice (Amitabha Repentance)

W R =At=H EHHH  27.04.2008 Sunday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
B &GHAT—-H EHIH  25.05.2008 Sunday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
W LA NH EEHH  29.06.2008 Sunday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm

jai'z' [] 3 ﬂ% Pu Men Pin & Offering to the Buddhas

JR b2 B

W Lfi Venerable M ‘2 Sunday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon iR . iR
- 2 [ fif2.0 0 FF 2 )
JLE W2~ Children Dharma Class LA . 8pm — 10pm
W LT Venerable B i1 Sunday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon A4 = ]
s it o108
gﬁ' 11 E EJE A ﬁ?’éléﬂ[ 11th Intake Chinese Meditation Class A # . RM50
W 200 Venerable B ‘£ Monday 8.00 pm - 10.00 pm
o " 0] -
f{ﬂjrl It ﬂ% Buddhist Hymns & Instrument Appreciation ?E )‘B}: . )
W Ef Venerable W 21— Tuesday 8.00 pm - 10.00 pm FREH - EFEEN=
({204 FFEE )
{jﬁ' s 5 ,Ji: ﬂ% Chanting of Amitabha Sutra LR Fj : 8pm — 10pm
W i Venerable B EHPY Thursday 8.00 pm - 10.00 pm £z B R0
G \ i Eoeo10%
FE3EILEIE 3rd mtake Buddhist Etiquette £ %% . RM50
W B:fi Venerable B ‘EH{ 11 Friday 8.00 pm - 9.30 pm

No.I Jalan Mutiara |, Taman Mutiara, 83000 Batu Pahat, Johor, West Malaysia. Tel : 60 7 455 9827

| f|:§ jJ]] i 'ﬁf& /f:\’ Vesak Day Celebration

.'E'fd] W KM AYLE EEHE 11052008 Sunday  10.00 am - 2.00 pm

b& EJL BE Buddhist Etiquette
B i Ven. FaDian M 2H{— Monday 8.00 pm - 10.00 pm

f{ 1 PE Buddhist 1 lymns & Instrument Appreciation

W kNl Ven FaYi B 2T Tuesday 8.00 pm - 9.30 pm

E T fE puMen Pin

W LSRN Ven. FaYi B 21— Wednesday 8.00 pm - 10.00 pm
E#} %JIJE Chinese Meditation Class

W SN Ven. FaYi B 2 HHPY Thursday 8.00 pm - 10.00 pm

jzfti ﬁﬁ 4 5 1,“: Offerings to the Buddhas
B P:3id:0f Ven, FaDian M ELHH[ Sunday 10.30 am - 12.00 noon

ﬁ% '?—Z'HI Chinese Dharma Class
B i Ven FaDian B SH[H Sunday 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm

Lot Ptd 4929, Jalan Tokong Parit Botak, 83200 Senggarang, Batu Pahat, Johor,West Malaysia. Tel : 60 7 442 1307

Ei‘j % HI Meditation Class

B EEEN Ven. Fa Hua B 2" Tuesday 8.00 pm - 10.00 pm

tﬂl !I;ﬁ Z% /H: ﬂ% Lj j‘l; /J—{ Earth Store Sutra
B LT Ven. FaHua B Hf— Wednesday 8.00 pm - 10.00 pm

ﬁ/\ + /”\ ﬁ]? j( 'lT i Prostration to 88 Buddhas

B RN Ven. Fa Hua B 2 HAPD Thursday 8.00 pm - 9.30 pm

—H& (5 ABmUA 28 H ) One Day Retreat (4th Sunday of every month)
B :AEEEIN Ven. Fa Hua B EHA[ Sunday 8.00 am - 530 pm

b




37 Archer Street, Carlisle, WA 6101, Australia. Tel:61 8 9470 1171 Email : sba_perth@yahoo.com.au
SPECIAL ﬁ JE] 'f;i {ﬁﬁ [ H #— 2B X )Dana offerings to Sangha members (1st Sun of every month)

XN w = -H . SAHE . A AE EHIH 060408 040508 01.06.08 Sunday
"Cﬁw?gs @J:ﬁ‘?ﬂg Meditation Retreat e
' W& =At-H- AAHIEH 2N 260408 26.07.08 Saturday
W5 2 Vesak Celebration M %5YAFIH I 18.05.08 Sunday
Egﬁ Ap 4 {% HE G roup Meditation

W SN Ven. Fa Xun B 2 Hi— Monday 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm

?ﬂ g& E? AA Eﬂ Beginners Meditation Class

W L% Ven. Fa Xun B 2 Tuesday 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm
f%f?;htg\ Chinese Dharma Talk
W 1T Ven. Fa Shu W ZHATL Friday 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm

'j,fj{ﬁ”"?j’t ﬂg Chanting of Amitabha Sutra
B i Venerable W {75 Saturday 2.00 pm - 3.00 pm

ﬁ?éﬁé Lj ﬁ%&: IﬂLI\ﬁ Meditation and Dharma Discussion

W BN Ven. FaXun M 2HiI Sunday 9.30 am - |1.00 am

No. 5 Lor 29 Geylang, Singapore 388060 Tel: 65 6746 7582 Fax :65 6842 6656
VWebsite: http:/fwww.sagaramudra.org.sg Email : haiyinbs@sagaramudra.org.sg
5 c WEIE

272 U CIECT S (e R

B4 EREEE
=] e . i
B (ISHLAFHE) BB 0%

=]
AT

Bt i 8 S0 e

StERW

L UEE . 7.00pm ~ 9.00pm ‘ H2HEH
BT . BT 5 71y 200 S 20/04108 (%55 = A1 H)
O . 0% I @ . 7.30pm ~ 9.00pm 15/06/08 (RIFEA+=H)
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485 Delusional Emotion 08/06/08 EH
i R I Duration : 10 Lessons : e
%7@@{1’"1& Venue : 4th Floor + 9.00am
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PHEENT . Miss Quinine Tao
i BHo.o105 HIEHER . E2EHH Z A
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BEH— Monday 7.30pm - 9.30pm

ey e T 1Y 11th Intake English
11 Hﬂ% 2= ﬁg& :I: E]E Meditation Clazs
W BN Ven. Fa Zun

Tﬂﬁ ?E HJ: Flower Arrangement Class
B EAER Ms Lan Yu Ming

j\c f& $ Hjx. Taiji Class

B ARt EEIF Mr Lin Shi Chang
14th Intake Vegetarian

1 g Hﬂ % é i Lf E]E Cookery Class

W %7250l Ms Chua Boon Luan

EHZ

B R LR TE Chinese Advance Dharma Class
W EFREN Ven. Fa Rong

Tuesday 7.30pm - 9.30pm

18th Intake Chinese
Meditation Class

5 1 8HAL @ FR AL PE
W EfEEIN Ven. Fa Qian

HO T
2!:,}-1- \,“ 2nd Intake Chinese Callig

iR F-2Uf Mr Gu Jian Ping

ER?E

CARTEIE S
i %ljﬁ?ﬂ:ﬂi Ven. Fa Qian

raphy Class

Wednesday‘ 7.30pm - 9.30pm
T4 13th Intake Dharma Class
(Module 4)

(Ft T2 Pure Land Practice

i H:%ﬂ:mi Ven. Fa Rong

E i Thursday 7.30pm - 9.30pm
g R

Chinese Advance Meditation Class
W T Ven. Fa Liang

{E_. 'rr [j|} I[ I
m &Jﬂi \-mlm'uh le

v Chinese Dharma Talk
MW 730 pm - 9.00 pm

ENA Friday 7.30pm - 9.30pm

n 14th Intake Dharma Class
BL4EBFHRTCS Nodule 3
B EEJEEEN Ven. Fa Yuan

15 IE{%—T—EI$JL.1 };*Iléd}u |L1'lTIc1}kC Dharma Class
W EGfEIN Ven. Fa Qian

por 3rd 1 Intake English
5’%3'1E ‘@%—?—Efi}l_,l Dharma Class {Mudula 1)
i %ﬁ?ﬂ:ﬂi Ven. Fa Qing

% liﬁ:ﬁlﬁzﬂl 1st Intake Chinese Calligraphy Class
W IESEZIE Mr Gu Jian Ping

EHA/ Saturday

Iﬁﬁ fIJIJ H]E Yoga Class

M Ms Quinine Tao

EP lé& EF' l—:E ét E‘J]E Chinese Knot Class

M Ms Huang Su Fang B 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm

—Ig‘- Toa {% f@ j‘l‘ 7]n  Chinese Dharma Talk

M EJ§ Venerable B 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm

M 530pm-7.00 pm

)t IE] IEJ Da Hui Xiang (Dedication of Merits)
W B SOEN Ven. Fa i W 7.30pm - 9.30 pm
AR E = EHS 3ed Sat of every odd month

/\ 9& % ﬁ Taking Eighl Precepts Retreat
W 0T Venerable B Sac 8.00 am - Sun 8.00 am
BRAMWH=TEB/SZEMH 3rd Sat to Sun of every odd month

g.f;""] Hﬂ i‘ri:"f% '—:r‘L]E‘E 7th Intake Teenage Dharma Class

gl.’vr 13 HH L%‘ 1% ’—_?‘l'ﬂ} 13th Intake Children Dharma Class
B 20 ven. Fayuan I 10.00am -

ﬂ‘:} \+)|\{%j§|?r§j& MUitT) Prostration to 88 Buddhas
B 5T Ven. FaRong M 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm

K%’{ﬂsz f:rjc' E}Eﬂﬂﬁ% il gy ) Voluntary Legal

Consultation (Please call to make appointment)

B AT voluntary Lawyer Il 3.00 pm - 5.00 pm

12 noon

%UX Bﬁ( HI Choir
W ¥ . Z2EEEIT Ms Huang Meizhen/Qin Jieping
B 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm

%I‘jlﬁl > J:{#- Pu Men Pin & Offerings to the Buddhas
W BEET Ven FaQing M 10.00am -

BAME = . BOUMELEHH
2nd, 4th & 5th Sun of every month

R AL EEME H i &

Birthday Blessings & Offerings to the Buddhas
B 2SI Ven. FaHua [ 10.00am -
BHAMFH =12MH 3rd Sun of every month

12 noon

12 noon

%1’;5“*?](‘{? San Mei Shui Chan (Samadhi Water Repentance)
B 2§ Venerable M 930am-5.30 pm
HHMHE T EMH 1stSun of every month

%AE%/JL&%HE% Community & Welfare Service
B EFI8H General Welfare Il 9.30am - 12 noon
HHME — 1 2MH 2nd Sun of every month

E. Eﬁﬁ EE Taking Three Reluges & Five Precepts —
g g P

MWz ALEEIF Ven Yuan Fan M 9.00am - 12

shuiyue

I &

(



BEIFE RS

BEM IR

Sagaramudra Buddhist Society
Sagaramudra Buddhist Institute
No.5 Lor 29 Geylang,
Singapore 388060.

Tel : 65 6746 7582

BENIEE

Sagaramudra Buddhist Hermitage
No. 574 Chang Road,

Singapore 419944,

BEN BB M=

Hai Yin Buddhist Sangha Society
No.|2 Lor 24A Geylang,
Singapore 398536.

PR AHTIEEN 5
Sagaramudra Buddhist Association Inc.
37 Archer Street, Carlisle, WA 6101,
Australia.

Tel:61 8 9470 1171

FRBREKR=EEMmS
Buddha Dharma Sangha
Association Inc.

8 Lewis Rd, Chittering, WA 6084,
Australia.

Tel :61 8 9571 8286

i EN A B (amzs)

Sagaramudra Meditation Centre

Lot Ptd 4929, Jalan Tokong Farit Botak,
83200 Senggarang, Batu Pahat, Johor,
West Malaysia.

Tel : 60 7 442 1307

FEHRMBENFFHS &)
Sagaramudra Buddhist Society Johor
(Batu Pahat)

No.| Jalan Mutiara |, Taman Mutiara,
83000 Batu Pahat, Johor, West Malaysia.
Tel : 60 7 455 9827

M B FEHRBR 3w
Chenresig Meditation Centre
{loher Bahru)

No. 64 & 66 Jalan Abiad,
TamanTebrau Jaya, 80400 Johor Bahru,
Johor, West Malaysia.

Tel : 60 7 333 6466

35 38 IF
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